Maine Revised Statutes

Title 22: HEALTH AND WELFARE

Chapter 251: COMMUNICABLE DISEASES
HEADING: PL 1989, c. 487, §11 (rpr)

§1313. PROCEDURES FOR THE TRANSPORTATION, QUARANTINE,
EUTHANASIA AND TESTING OF ANIMALS SUSPECTED OF HAVING RABIES

1. Establishment of procedures. The commissioner, in consultation with the Commissioner of
Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry and the Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife, shall
adopt rules, in accordance with the Maine Administrative Procedure Act, establishing procedures for
responding to a report of an animal suspected of having rabies. The procedures must include provisions for
the transportation, quarantine, euthanasia and testing of an animal suspected of having rabies and, when that
animal has bitten a person, provisions for the notification of the animal control officer in the locality where
the bite occurred. The procedures may differ based on the perceived public health threat determined in part by
consideration of the following factors:

A. Whether the animal is a domesticated animal for which a known effective vaccine exists and, if so,
whether the animal's vaccination status can be verified; [ 2007, c¢. 133, 81 (AMD).]

B. Whether the animal has bitten a person or exhibited other aggressive behavior; and [ 2007, c.
133, 81 (AMD).]

C. Whether the animal isawolf hybrid that has bitten or may have otherwise exposed a person or a
domesticated animal torabies. [ 2007, c. 133, 81 (NEW.]

[ 2007, c. 133, §1 (AMD); 2011, c. 657, Pt. W §6 (REV) .]

2. Role of animal control officer; gamewarden. Ananimal control officer appointed in accordance
with Title 7, section 3947 receiving areport of an animal suspected of having rabies shall ensure that the
procedures established pursuant to this section and sections 1313-A and 1313-B are carried out. If the animal
is an undomesticated animal, other than awolf hybrid, a game warden shall assist the animal control officer.

[ 2007, c. 133, §1 (AVD) .]

3. Costs associated with transportation, quarantine, testing and euthanasia. The Department of
Inland Fisheries and Wildlife shall provide for or pay all necessary costs for transportation and euthanasia of
an undomesticated animal suspected of having rabies. The owner of adomesticated animal or awolf hybrid
suspected of having rabies shall pay all costs for transportation, quarantine, euthanasia and testing of the
animal. If adomesticated animal or awolf hybrid is a stray or the owner is unknown, the municipality in
which the animal was apprehended is responsible for transportation, quarantine, euthanasia and testing costs.
Cost of testing animals judged by the department to have created a public health risk of rabies must be borne
by the department through its General Fund appropriations.

[ 2007, c. 133, §1 (AVD) .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1993, c. 468, §23 (NEW. 1999, c. 350, §3 (AMD). 1999, c. 731, §QL
(AVD). 2007, c. 133, §1 (AVD). 2011, c. 657, Pt. W 86 (REV).

Generated | 1
1.5.2015



MRS Title 22 §1313. PROCEDURES FOR THE TRANSPORTATION, QUARANTINE,
EUTHANASIA AND TESTING OF ANIMALS SUSPECTED OF HAVING RABIES

The State of Maine clams a copyright in its codified statutes. If you intend to republish this materia, we require that you include the
following disclaimer in your publication:

All copyrightsand other rightsto statutory text arereserved by the Sate of Maine. Thetext included in this publication reflects changes
made through the Second Regular Session of the 126th Maine Legidature and is current through August 1, 2014. Thetext issubject to
changewithout notice. It isa version that has not been officially certified by the Secretary of State. Refer to the Maine Revised Satutes
Annotated and supplementsfor certified text.

The Office of the Revisor of Statutes aso requests that you send us one copy of any statutory publication you may produce. Our goa
is not to restrict publishing activity, but to keep track of who is publishing what, to identify any needless duplication and to preserve
the State's copyright rights.

PLEASE NOTE: The Revisor's Office cannot perform research for or providelegd adviceor interpretation of Mainelaw to the public.
If you need legd assistance, please contact aquaified attorney.

| 2 Generated
1.5.2015




